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Analysis of tithe in Western Europe in Middle Ages

YONG Zheng-Jiang

(History Department, East China Normal University , Shanghai 200062, China)

Abstract: It is a Catholic’s duty to pay tithe.In the early days of Middle Ages, because of economic decline and back-
wardness of productive forces, the total tithe was so limited that it was only sufficient to maintain the church’s exis-

tence . In the late days of Middle Ages,because of the recovery and development of social economy, the total tithe in-

creased rapidly and became the main source of the Catholic church’s wealth. Therefore, instead of maintaining the

church’ s existence, tithe already became an important economic factor that led to the church’s corruption, which met

with the opposition of the people of Western Europe.

Key words: tithe ; existence of the church; corruption of the church;recovery and development of social economy
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