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An Analysis of the Conflict over Right-to-life Issue within

the American Catholic Church in 1968

ZHANG Xiao-long
(College of History and Culture , Northeast Normal University , Changchun 130024, Jilin,China)
Key Words: Vatican; Catholicism; birth control;religious conservatism
Abstract; “Humanae Vitae” encyclical issued by Pope Paul VI in 1968 led to sharp conflict concerning its reliability within
American Catholic Church. Archconservative opinions took the lead at last. The Church has been ethically conservative
and played a dominant role in the battle against birth control since then. Catholic conservatism also serves as the basis for

cooperation with other mainline denominations, especially the New Christian Right ones.
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