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Abstract: Witch hysteria is an important part of European history. The European witch
hysteria has its special cultural background, and the calamities and disorder during the period of
social transformation from traditional society to the modern one are the most important cause for
the breakout of witch hysteria. Moreover, the mobilization and promotion by Catholicism and
Protestantism and the secular political force all gave a direct push to the development of the witch

hysteria throughout its course.
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