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The Spread and Influence of Western Religivus Associations on the Hakka Region
of Eastern Guangdong in Modern Times

HAN Xiag-lin
(Jiaying University, Meizhou 514015, China)

Abstract: The Hekka Region of eastern Guangdong with Meizhou s its center, fextured by its distinctive geographical location
and anthropological environment, became the major target of expansion by the western religious powers. On one hand, the spread of
western religlons aggravated the sacial conflicts. While on the other hand, the establishment of a series of modernized schools helped
to bring about western culture, especially the advanced science and technology of western countries in modern times, and to educats
many modernized talents, thus making contribution to the economic development of this region and the Guangdong area at large.
Moreover, the western missionaries introduced the Hakka culture to the West and enhanced their understanding of the Hakkas.
Therafore, we should acknowledge that western religions haye eontributed to the introduction of traditional Chinese culture, the Hak-
ka culture in particular, and played a linking role in promoting the Sino-western cuftural exchange and mutual understanding.

Key words; western religious associations; Catholicism) Christianity; The Hakka Region of eastern Guangdong
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