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30 Gottfried Seebass, “Die Reformation in Nirnberg.” (1967/68). Reprinted in Reformation
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The Emperor of Charlemagne
1512/13. Tempera and oil on linden wood. 215 x 115 cm.
Germanisches Museum, Nirnberg.

‘I : Gothic and Renaissance Art in Nuremberg 1300-1550 (exh. cat. of The

Metropolitan Museum, New York and Germanisches Nationalmueum,
Nuremberg, 1986), 304.
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1512 / 13. Temperaand oil on linden wood. 215 x 115 cm.
Germanisches Museum, Nirnberg.
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Sebald, Nurnberg.

J[FT: Die Sebalduskirche in Niirnberg (Konigstein im Taunus: Langewiesche-Blicherd,
1988), Fig. 24.
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The Making of Lutheran Cultural Politics

in Light of the Controversy over Religious Imagery:
A Case Study of the Reception of the Protestant Reformation
in Ndrnberg

Hua, Yih-fen’

Abstract

This paper aims to investigate how Martin Luther and the Nirnberg city
government managed to dea with the controversy over religious imagery in the
heyday of iconoclasm during the 1520s. With reflections on Luther’ s assertion in
the Invokavitpredigten of 1522 that the religious art in Nlrnberg was by no
means to be abolished, we gain an insight into the mutual understanding and the
well-functioned communication between Luther and the Nirnberg lay elites in
the early phase of the Reformation. In terms of this, we take a further step to
examine to what extent the Nurnberg lay elites religious behavior and their
concern over the surviva of religious culture impact Luther’s making of his
cultural politicsto fight against the rising radical reformation.

Keywords: Martin Luther, the Protestant Reformation, cultura poalitics,
iconoclasm, religious imagery
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