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Successful Translation of The Combined Bible and the Bible in Mandarin Chinese
and Its Impact on China’s New Literature

Liu Lixia
(School of Chinese Language and Culture, Jinan Univ., 250022, Jinan, Shandong)

Abstract: The translation of The Combined Bible and the Bible in Mandarin Chinese , a great accom-
plishment, is a collaboration between a group of foreign missionaries well versed in Chinese and their Chi-
nese aides. The translation of the Bible in vernacular Chinese does not aim at literature, but at preaching
Christianity. However, because the Bible itself is a literary masterpiece, with its successful vernacular Chi-
nese, it has, objectively, played a salutary and exemplary role in the birth of China’s New Literature,
which literary leaders such as Zhou Zuoren have acknowledged. With the development of New Literature,
the image, language, spirit, and style of the Bible have all come to be embodied in many writers” works,
thus providing some rich heterogenous resources for New Literature.

Key words: The Combined Bible and the Bible in Mandarin Chinese; New Literature; impact
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