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Remarks on the Textual Significance of the Biblical Dead Sea Scrolis for the OT
Wang Xin-sheng
( Philosophy Department, Fudan University , Shanghai 200433)

Abstract: The Billical Scrolls in the Dead Sea Scrolls constitute the oldest textual witnesses to the Bible.On
the one hand, they confirm the accuracy and the authority of the Masoretic Text from which all the modem lan-
guage versions of the Bible are derived; on the other hand, they reveal that the Masoretic Text is not the only
model copy of the Hebrew Bible, and that the Septuagint as a translation, which often differs from the Masoretic
Text, has its own model copy of the Hebrew Bible, effectively eliminating the doubtful attitude resulting from the
standard of the Masoretic Text toward the Septuagint. In addition, the Dead Sea Scrolls have provided the schal-
ars who study the Hebrew Bible with a vast amount of new information sbout the text and the history through
which it has passed.

Key Words: the Old Testament, the Dead Sea Serolls, Qumran, the Septuagint, the Masoretic Text, the Samar-
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