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An Interpretation of Mark Twain’s Religious Ideas
through The Diary of Adam and Eve

CAI Jun!, XU Jie?
(1. Suzhou Vocational University, Suzhou 215104, China;
2.Suzhou Health College of Technology, Suzhou 215009, China)

Abstract: In his short story The Diary of Adam and Eve, Mark Twain depicts the life of the first human
couple based on the Biblical story and interprets the Biblical story of Adam and Eve in his own way.
However, his writing does not quite faithfully conform to the original record of the Bible. He sometimes
adds his imagination and sometimes changes the details of the Bible. What accounts for his treatment of
the Bible story and what is Twain’s viewpoint of religion? This paper puts forward an analysis of the short
story to grasp Twain’s viewpoint of religion, and provides some answers to the above—mentioned questions.
Key words: Mark Twain; The Diary of Adam and Eve; Biblical story; religion idea
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