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Thinking about the Fall and Salvation of Biblical Interpretation
Through the History of Biblical Literary Criticism in the West

CHENG Xiao-juan
Literary School of Henan University Kaifeng 475001 China

Abstract To some degree the history of biblical literary criticism in the West is a history of a continually
renewing method of criticism. The scholars hope to grasp the truth of the Bible and find new sense from it by
new methods. But the continually changing of the methods just show the limit of human being. Just because of
this limit the interpretation of the Bible constantly encountered rattrap. One can’ t gain original and certain
senses of the Bible but can only produce poly-meaning by taking part in the interpretation and then look for
God from the poly-meaning. The interpretation of the Bible is a kind of fall from the sense of that can’ t decide
the original sense of God. But it is also can be regarded as a hope of searching for the words of God and
obtaining self-salvation from the plight of* existing in limit”. Poly-interpretation are both challenge and
chance. Biblical scholars should listen to all kinds of interpretations with humility and join in them actively
walking on the way to salvation together in the new status.

Key words” Bible” literature in the West literary criticism



