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The Birth of Jesus Interpreted in Chinese Local Culture:
Evidence from Catholic Churches in North China

LIU Li-min LI Yong )
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Science and Technology Beijing, Beijing 100083, P. R. China;
School of Literature & Journalism, Sichuan University, Chengdu 61004, P.R. China)

Abstract: The faith in the birth of Jesus Christ is a criterion in judging whether a follower has become a faithful
disciple in Catholicism. Therefore, it is essential for a Catholic to understand the birth of Jesus and the relationship
between Jesus and God. As for the birth of Jesus, the Catholic Church and its teachings offer two interpretations
“ Pregnancy induced by Holy Spirit” and “Incarnation”. The understanding, acceptance and reinterpretation of the
birth of Jesus on the part of Chinese Catholic followers influenced by the traditional faith in reincarnation and ethi-
cal concepts, will undoubtedly reflect the image of Jesus Christ in the mind of local Catholics.

Key words: local culture; the birth of Jesus; Catholicism; modem China
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