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The Differences in Ethical Thoughts between Catholicism and Confucianism

—A Case Study of Matteo Ricei and Huang Zongxi’s Ethical Thoughts
JIA Qing—jun
( College of Humanities and Media, Ningho University, Ningho 315211, China )

Abstract: There are significant differences in ethical thoughts between Catholicism and Confucianism. The first difference
lies in their presumptions of human nature: Confucianism believes in the goodness of human nature while Catholicism believes in
both the beastliness and the divinity of human nature. The second difference lies in their positioning of secular ethics:
Catholicism does not believe in the total goodness of human nature while Confucianism does; Catholicism thinks the secular
world is limited and relative while Confucianism believes it is absolute. The third difference lies in their ideas of ethics:
Catholicism thinks the love of God ranks first in ethics, while Confucianism believes that being filial and loving is the ethic
principle of primary importance; Catholicism does not attach much importance to child bearing and rearing, while
Confucianism takes this matter seriously; Catholicism takes slightly physical being and thus advocates simple funerals while
Confucianism does the opposite; Catholicism limits the absolute authority of sages while Confucianism believes in their absolute
authority.

Key Words: Matteo Ricei; Huang Zong—xi; Catholicism; Confucianism
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