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The Absence of Dialog Mechanism between Christianity and
Confucianism in the Late Ming; A Case Study
on Ricci and Aleni’s Missionary Strategies
WU Li-wei
(School of Chinese Classics, Renmin University of China, Beijing 100872, China)
Abstract. Though a research on Matteo Ricci, Giulio Aleni and Ye Xianggao, this paper analyses the
typical characteristics of the encounter between the Confucianism of Late Ming China and the Christianity
of early modern Europe. The conclusion is that both were self-centered when each perceives the other’s
culture and both tried to conceive some kind of unity on the base of their own cultures. Such mind pre-
vented further communication between Confucianism and Catholicism. However, Dialogism as a model of
epistemology could not exist in early modern times. This paper also provides perceptions of the meaning of
Dialogism as a model of cultural communication, and urges that the reflection of the Dialogism absence in
the past will be useful in the present for us to examine Dialogism.
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