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A Comparison between Confucianized Catholicism and Buddhism
——Focus on “Chinese Rites Controversy” and
“Controversy over Sramana Kowtowing to the Monarch”

Zhang Yong

(Literary School,Nanjing University,Nanjing, Jiangsu Province 210093,China)
Abstract : Buddhism spreading and emergence of Catholicism in China are two great events in the
exchange between China and foreign countries. “Chinese rites controversy” and “controversy over
Sramana kowtowing to the monarch” aroused in the course of the confucianization of Buddhism and
Catholicism are typical cases in the integrition of Chinese and Western cultures and the comparison
between two cases can offer us some reflections. Different outcomes of Buddhism and Catholicism in
the settlement of the controversies show that foreign religion and culture have to merge into
traditional Chinese culture and undergo a process of indigenization. On the other hand,it is unwise
of some Occidentalists to preach universalism and insist on exporting it by Europe and some
developed Christian countries.

Key words ; Catholicism, Buddhism, Confucianization, Chinese rites controversy, controversy over

Sramana kowtowing to the monarch
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