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Conflict and dialogue on filial piety by Confucianism and Catholicism
——An exploration on the True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven

LI Wei',LI Hua-wei?
(1. Department of Politics, Tianjin Normal University, Tianjin 300387, China;
2. Department of Philosophy, Pekin University, Beijing 100871, China)

Abstract:In late Ming dynasty, a debate goes on three ways for being unfilial, and the worst for not
producing off-spring between Confucianism and Catholicism. In order to conciliate the discrepancy, Matteo
Ricci simulates Confucianism and compares the Confucian filial piety to relationship between human and
God. In this simulation, infinity disappears between God and man. Catholicism attaches importance to in-
dividual salvation while Confucianism blood ties. So it is a dialogue for true meaning according to herme-
neutics.

Key words: Catholicism; True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven; five relationships; three father theo-
ry; individual salvation and blood ties
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