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A Brief Analysis of Instruction pour les visites de mandarins

“Inner” and “Outer” in the Early Jesuits

PENG Qiang

Abstract:

Instruction pour les visites de mandarins is a historical piece of missionary
literature that consists of a number of colloquial dialogues, as opposed to
explanations of doctrine or Gospel accounts. The cultural aspects that can be
seen in Instruction pour les visites de mandarins contain not only the ideas of the
missionaries, but also the process and details of missionary work as well as
information regarding the foreign cultures that they dealt with. In the act of
spreading the Christian faith among foreign cultures, Christian missionaries could
not help influencing and being influenced by the native culture, thus giving rise
to new forms of culture. In this paper, the sacrificial garments, sacrificial
ceremony, and property status in 16" and 17" century China are investigated in
order to understand the contents of the missionary work as well as the living

conditions of the Jesuits in China.
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