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The Debate on Filial Piety between Confucianism and

Christian Missionary
——- A Sample from the True Meaning of the Lord of Heaven

Li Huawei
(Department of Religion Studies, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Abstract: In late Ming dynasty, there was a discourse between Confucianism and Christian
missionary, which was about a Confucian opinion— " there are three unfilial, without male issue is
the biggest " . Through this discourse and debate, the different idea on filial piety had been
expressed clearly.

After refuting this Confucian opinion, Matteo Ricci proposed his famous opinion about "
Three Father " ,which confused the difference between“the five cardinal relationships”.

In order to conciliate the difference on filial piety, Matteo Ricci simulated Confucianism and
endued Christian theology with Confucian opinion. In this simulation, the infinity between the God
and man was disappeared. The tension between the individual salvation and the salvation of
consanguinity was another difference manifested by this debate.

How to evaluate the importance of this conflict? Many scholars hold this is a dialogue, while
there are others who strongly argue against it. As far as I am concemed, with the insight of the
approach of hermeneutics and the sociology, I draw a conclusion that we can not deny this is a true
dialogue,

Keywords: filial piety; the five cardinal relationships; " Three Father " ; individual salvation;
salvation of consanguinity; dialogue
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