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The Role Christianity in Western Democratic and Political Development

GU Su
(Department of Philosophy and Religious Studies, Nanjing University, Nanjing 210093, Jiangsu)

Abstract: Western democracy has evolved from westem cultures, in which religion, especially Christianity, has played a
unique and complicated role. Christianity, which reflected the official ideology, was not revolutionary as a whole, but its
conceptions of equality and rule of law, reformed and utilized by democratic revolutionaries, did play an active role in encouraging
people to overthrow feudal dictatorship and defend their liberty. In the course of democratic progress in modemn times, different
sects of Christianity, including Catholicism, Orthodox and Protestantism, have played varying roles. Religious, political and
cultural disparities among westem countries are inter-connected with their respective process of democratization.

Key words: Christianity, westen democracy, political development
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