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Abstract: Early modern England experienced a tortuous Reformation, so the conception of death and funeral
practice of most Londoners also changed. In redeeming the dead’ s soul, they accepted “Justification by
Faith” , and got rid of the concept of purgatory. In the choice of cemetery, since the Reformation narrowed the
area of parish cemetery, the middling sorts began to contend with the elite for the most sacred burial ground -
church, the common residents had to be buried in the new cemetery which scattered in the suburb. In the fu-
nerary ritual, Londoners greatly simplified the ceremony, reducing a lot of the Catholic rites. The College of
Heralds as a secular institution gradually controlled the funera.i, which accelerated the secularization of cere-
mony. Ultimately, the conception of “accession to secularity and abstinence ” greatly promoted the changes of
funeral, meanwhile, the capitalist spirit of frugality and pursuit of profits always permeated the changes of fu-
neral.
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