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Research on the First Cultural Tmpact Between China and the West in the French Sinology
GENG Sheng
(Institute of History, the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, Beijing 100732, China)

Abstract; It was the first cultural impact between China and the West in 1618 century. In the impact and the ex-

change, the Cathdlic missionaries in which the Jesuits in China as a main part were mediurn. Both in the spread of

Chinese Learning to the West and the spread of Western Learning to China, they made a lot of benefidal work

that any body couldn’t replace them. Their missionary task was ultimately unsuccessful and they gained Lttle.

However, they achieved great successes in the cultural exchange, espedially on the side of philesophy, historio-

graphy, economy, ethic, politics, language and technology between China and the West. They got more results in

the spread of Chinese Learning to the West than in the spread of Western Learning to China. The paper com-

ments on the studies of French Sinologists during twenty years.

Key Words: first cultural impact between China and the West;16~18 century; French sinocogy
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