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Preferential Option for the Poor
A Historical Review of Catholic Social Thought ( Part One)

PENG XiaoZu
(Deparment of Hisory, Peking University, Beijing 100871)

Absdract: The Ranan Catholic Church always recognizes that private property ought o be protected by
lav. In Catholic social thought, however, human rights and human dignity constitute the ultimate purmpose of
human sciety, and the universal destination of goods is an inviolable principle Private property is lavful but
isnot abolute, and it is bound o serve the common good In this context, and in the modem industrial
ciety where it isoften difficult o narrov the abysnal gap betveen the rich and the poor, the Church advises
that the preferential option for the poor must be reaffimed in all its force Rev Paul Hanly Furfey (1896—
1992) , an American priest and a profesor of sciology, interpreted the Catholic social teaching while
discussing isuues in American ociety This essay, in its hisorical revienv of Catholic cial thought, uses the
thoughts of Father Furfey asmaterials for a helpful case study.
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