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The Interweaving of Rituals. An Analysis of A Guideline for

Chinese Christian Funerals Dating from the Early Qing
Nicolas Standaert
( Department of Sinology, Leuven University, Belgium)

Abstract; The study of cultural exchange between China and Europe during the late Ming and early Qing
period has been concentrating on thought and science, and hardly paid attention to rituals. Yet rituals are
an essential feature of Chinese culture. This paper will take funeral rites as an example in order to analyze
from an anthropological and sociological perspective the interaction and interweaving between Chinese and
European Catholic rites. In the middle of the seventeenth century, the practice of Christian funerals in
China had apparently become more solidified, yet missionaries and Christian converts were still searching
for practical agreements on the forms of concrete funerals. Missionary documents show after the Canton
Exile (1666—1671), the approach of missionaries and converts toward the embedding of rituals shifted
from one of simple adaptation to one of incorporating more significant changes because the Chinese cultur-
al tradition was so compelling.

Key words: inter-cultural exchange; Chinese Christian funeral rites; interweaving
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