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Pattern of Universe and Symbolic Structure in Myths
———A Study of Symbolic Culture of Tujia Nationality

BAI Gui-x1

(College of Ethnology and Sociology, South-Central University for Nationalities, Wuhan 430074, China)

Abstract ; Based on the materials about myths of Tujia nationality, this paper makes an analysis of the

pattern of universe and symbolic culture of Tujia nationality. Tujia people’s interpretation of the pattern of

universe originates from their unique living environment; Timashentu is the concrete expression of the

pattern of universe in Tujia nationality’s myths; the images of the myths are full of connotations of

reproduction and life, which are mainly the prototype of Tujia cultural symbol. Dual and ternary structure

are t}

lundamental “unconscious structure” of Tujia nationality’s myths.

Key T'ujia nationality; myth; structure of universe; reproduction; dual structure; ternary

structure
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