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How Could the Beautiful Be the Symbol of the Morally-Good?
Shen Yubing |
(Department o f Media and International Culture , Zhejiang University, Hangzhou 310028, China)
Abstract: There is a long-term misunderstanding which prevails in the field of domestic studies of
Kant’s aesthetics. Scholars insist that Kant either be a pure formalist or be a moral reductionist,
They tend to believe that Kant regards the beautiful as a form in one place yet as morally-good in
another, which is seemingly self-contradictory. Thus, to understand Kant’s thought about the
relationship between taste and morality correctly is the key to answering the major question of
whether Kant .is a formalist or a moral reductionist. Furthermore, it is the crucial step to gain a
clear idea of the entire structure of writing The Critique of Judgment, especially of the question as
to why Kant did not present the proposition that the beautiful is the symbol of the morally-good
until he had finished the deduction of pure Judgments of taste. Based extensively on the updated
research findings from the international Kant academic circles, especially those from such tamous
scholars as Paul Guyer and Henry Allison, this paper maintains that the ground of pure judgment
of taste is totally independent of its relationship with morality. Indeed, the problem of the ground
of judgment of taste has already been solved in the Deduction, which reveals to some extent the
double theme of the third Critique—abstraction and relation. Abstraction means that Kant wants
to differentiate taste from sensation, recognition and morality, and presents his most ambitious
argument of the autonomy of taste, while relation means that Kant aims to put the autonomous
taste, now been strongly argued, once again back into the context of enlightenment, especially

that of his moral concerns. Thus, the grounding of the normativity of pure judgment of taste
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should be regarded as the first step of the relation of taste with morality, rather than the last step

of the justification of the pure judgment of taste,

Key words: Kant;

the beautiful; morally-good; symbol
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