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Translation and the Rise of Christianity
RUAN Wei
(Department of English, Shenzhen University, Shenzhen 518060, China)
Abstract. Translation played such an essential role in the rise of Christianity that it may be fairly
said that without translation there would have been no full convergence of the Greek and Hebrew
cultures and ultimately no Bible and Christianity itself, In the integration of the Hebrew and
Greek cultures and the ultimate emergence of Christianity, translation occurred not only between
different languages, but more importantly, between fundamentally different cultural values. The
translation of the Hebrew Bible into Greek means not only one language being translated into
another, but also one culture transplanted into another, or in other words, Hebrew culture being
integrated into Greek culture, which was a long process of Hellenism. The formation ot the
Biblical texts is essentially a Hebrewization of the Greek way of thinking. The result of the
encounter of these two cultures is not only an incorporation of the cultural values of the source
language into the culture of the target language, or an overall and profound integration into the
culture of the target language, but also an overall and profound change on the part of the culturai
values of the target language so as to be adapted to the cultural values ot the heterogeneous source
language, the result being a profoundly productive merge of the horizons of different cultures and
a profoundly productive integration of different cultural values. In order for the emperors,
soldiers, intellectuals and the general populace of the Roman Empire to recognize the legitimate

status of Christianity in the empire, early Christian theologians tried by every means to find out

(W B R 2006 -10 - 08 [ZAF P - T8 2% Jhetp: //www. journals. zju. edu. cn/soc
EE B ) BRAE 1955 - )L, B M ALCEIKFEIMNEFERFTIERBT . H L, T ENST XS BEW R LR EEWSR.



2 3

brks . #1F 5 2B HWNE

159

from the inherent values of the Greeco-Roman cultures the sources or grounds of the Christian

faiths, or in other words, to take advantage of certain notions of the Greeco-Roman philosophy

for a deliberate wrong interpretation of the Hebrew monotheistic thinking in order for the latter

to be fully accepted in a overwhelmingly Greeco-Roman cultural environment,

The essay also

explores the historical background of the rise of Christianity, the written translation from

Hebrew texts into Greek in the emergence of Christian canons and the oral translation from oral

Aramaic into Greek.

It discusses the situations in which certain Hebrew and Aramaic words and

sentences were transliterated into Greek and more importantly, the inevitable value conflicts and

adaptation in the process of translation.

Key words: translation; Christianity; Bible;

Hebrew; Aramaic; Greek
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