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Disputes and Reflections on Weber’s Proposition of Protestant Ethics

WANG Ze-ying
(Research Center of Morals and Cultures, Hu'nan Normal University, Changsha 410081, China)

Abstract: The description of Marx Weber on the protestant ethics and the spirit of capitalism has aroused great inter-
ests and discussions since the 20th century, The profound meanings of his proposition lie in its ethic motives, the pursuit
of rational explanations for ethics, and his descriptions of human’s vocations and duties. The deficiencies of his proposition
include his overlooking of the complex situations with the birth of capitalism, the exclusion of the capitalism in Italian Re-
naissance and in Catholic countries, and the greed and indolence of capitalism. Meanwhile, the complex of Euro—centralism
leads to his “negative ideal analysis” on ethics in non-westem countries. Therefore, we should break through his narrow
sights and have a correct view of the reasonable elements in western ethics while criticizing Weber’s deficiencies. On the
other hand, we should avoid the idea of China—centralism, inherit the rational theories from traditional Chinese ethics, ab-
sorb correct elements from western civilizations, and create a new ethic culture of distinctive Chinese features.

Key words: Weber; proposition of protestant ethics; disputes; reflections
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