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Comparing Chinese “God” with Western “God”
——Centered on Chinese Folk Beliefs and the Catholic Church

LIU Li-min
(School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Science and Technology Beijing s Beijing 100083)

Abstract; “God”is one of core concepts on which a religious belief system is constructed. Academics have already made

extensive and in-depth discussions on the similarities and differences between the concepts of “God” in Chinese and West-

ern religious cultures, but these researches often lack the analysis of the cases of Chinese folk belief. Taking the Chinese
folk beliefs and the Catholic Church as examples, this paper compared Chinese “God” with Western “God” by expounding

the concepts, the images and the votaries’ understanding of God in Chinese and Western religious cultures.
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